Cornell Orthotics & Prosthetics

Airport Rules for Prosthetic Limbs

At the airport security checkpoint, all travelers, including those with prosthetic limbs or braces, are required
to undergo screening to ensure everyone's safety. We want your travel experience to be as smooth as
possible, so here are some guidelines to help you through the process:

1. TSA Notification: If you have specific concerns about the screening process, you or your travel compa-
nion can consult a TSA officer. You may provide them with a TSA notification card or other medical
documentation explaining your condition. For any other travel-related questions or concerns regarding
disabilities, please contact passenger support.

2. Screening Process: You will undergo screening at the checkpoint using technology or a pat-down. If
you have TSA PreCheck® verification at participating airports, you may not need to remove certain
items during screening. However, if additional screening is necessary, it may involve a pat-down, which
could include the removal of shoes, belts, or light jackets. TSA officers may also swab your hands,
mobility aids, equipment, and external medical devices for explosive trace detection.

3. TSA PreCheck® for Travelers with Disabilities: Travelers with disabilities holding TSA PreCheck®
on their boarding passes will receive TSA PreCheck® on-person screening when screened in a stan-
dard lane for any reason. This applies when the TSA PreCheck® lane is closed or for other reasons.
Carry-on baggage and accessible items will undergo standard screening, including the removal of
laptops, liquids, and medical equipment

For Passengers with Prosthetic Devices, Casts, or Support Braces:
Here's what you need to know during the screening process:
= Visual Inspection: TSA officers will need to visually inspect and touch your prosthetic device, cast,
or support brace as part of the screening.
= No Removal Required: You won't be asked or required to remove your prosthetic device(s), cast,
or support brace during the screening process.
= Private Screening: You have the option to request a private screening at any time while your device
is being examined. However, if you choose to proceed beyond the security checkpoint, the
screening will be conducted publicly.
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= Companion Assistance: You can have a companion, assistant, or family member accompany and
assist you in the private screening area after they have been screened. TSA aims to have two
officers of the same gender as the passenger present during private screenings.

= Sitting During Screening: If you're unable to stand for an HHMD (Handheld Metal Detector) search
due to your prosthetic device, cast, or support brace, you can request to sit down after passing
through the WTMD (Walk-Through Metal Detector).

= Request for Assistance: Notify TSA officers if you require assistance during the screening process,
such as a hand to lean on, a chair to sit in, or a disposable paper drape for privacy.

= Explosive Trace Detection (ETD): TSA officers will perform ETD sampling of your prosthetic
device, cast, or support brace. They will explain the procedure in advance.

= Private ETD Sampling: If clothing must be lifted or raised for ETD sampling, TSA should offer you
a private screening. No clothing removal or belt display will be required for prosthetic devices.
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